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As a result of recent intermodal growth 
in northwest Ohio, a project to invest ap-
proximately $363 million to widen a por-
tion of I-75 over the next 10 years is being 
proposed by leaders in both Wood and 

$363M I-75 expansion proposed

(…continued on page 5)

Lucas Counties. Wood County submitted 
an application to Ohio’s Transportation 
Review Advisory Council (TRAC) for 
funding of this project.

The application identifi ed an estimated 

$30 million for right of way / utility funding 
and $20 million for design work. Approxi-
mately $2 million is needed for environ-
mental work. The application estimated the 
construction cost at $311 million, which 
would be completed in 2019.

The project has been a priority of the 
Wood County commissioners for more 
than a decade, Tom Blaha, Wood County 
Economic Development Commission 
(WCEDC) executive director, explained. 
The recent addition of the CSX intermodal 
hub at the south end of Wood County has 
further solidifi ed the need for this project, 
and an expansion of this size could exceed 
a $100 million investment.

Blaha discussed the increased traf-
fi c that I-75 would see in both directions 
on the portion from the Perrysburg I-475 
/ US 23 split to State Route 15 / US 23 
south of Findlay. This segment currently 
encompasses a combination of routes that 
are already very densely populated with 
traffi c.

Blaha stated, “In anticipation of the 
CSX intermodal hub, the Wood County 
Commissioners – supported by Lucas 
County folks, specifically one of the 

Blissfield Community Schools is 
one of 32 districts in Michigan that was 
recently qualified to borrow up to $15 
million in Qualifi ed School Construction 
Bonds (QSCB) through the American 
Reinvestment and Recovery Act. The 
QSCB provides Federal tax credits for 
bond holders in lieu of interest in order 
to signifi cantly reduce an issuer’s cost of 
borrowing for public school construction 

Blissfi eld Schools proposes $12M upgrades

(…continued on page 7)

Iams Company – a division of Procter & 
Gamble – is planning an $8.8 million expan-
sion at its Putnam County facility in Leipsic, 
Ohio.

“Business has remained fairly stable and 
fairly strong,” stated Mike McCleary, plant 
manager. The expansion is “for our distribu-
tion center and will continue to consolidate 
products that we still have in outside storage 
into our distribution center here.”

Construction of the 100,000 square foot 
addition began in early July with completion 
scheduled by the end of the year. Miller-
Valentine Group is the general contractor for 

$8.8M plant expansion under way in Leipsic

(…continued on page 22)

Bluetronix – with locations in both 
Maumee, Ohio’s Arrowhead Park and 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio – has developed 
and demonstrated fully functioning pro-
totypes of the next generation wireless 
sensor communications. The company 
develops and markets next generation 
wireless communications devices for 
wireless sensors and other related wireless 

Tech fi rm to 
market wireless 

devices
Bluetronix aims 

to build the 
next Internet

(…continued on page 27)
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call 419.865.0972 for more information

Find these companies at

www.toledobiz.com
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT

• MacCafé

COMPUTER INSTRUCTION

• Computer Insight Training Center

• Davis College

• Northwest State Community 
College – Custom Training Solutions

• Oregon Career & Technology Center 
– Oregon City Schools

COMPUTER SERVICE

• Abacus II

COMPUTER SYSTEMS DESIGN

• Aktion Associates

COMPUTER / OFFICE SUPPLIES, 
FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT

• BioFit

• JCI Group

ONLINE SERVICES

• Amplex

TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

• JCI Group

An Internet directory
of local companies 
targeted to
area business
decision-makers4895 Monroe St, Suite 104 • 419.475.46514895 Monroe St, Suite 104 • 419.475.4651

Open: Monday-Saturday 10am - 6pm In Front of Kohl’sOpen: Monday-Saturday 10am - 6pm In Front of Kohl’s

INSTANT REFILL
Tired of paying too much for Cartridge Replacements?

Black Inkjet Refi ll $7.99*
Color Inkjet Refi ll $11.99*
*Most refi lls. Must bring in your empty cartridge for refi ll to receive these prices.

We Re  ll: Hewlett Packard, Lexmark, Dell, Compaq, Sharp

COMPATIBLE LASER TONER SALE 
Our Reg. Sale Compare

Brother TN-350 39.99 34.99 62.99

Canon E30/40 79.99 64.99 129.99

Dell 1700/1710/1720 69.99 59.99 143.99

HP 2612A 49.99 44.99 77.99

HP 8061X 89.99 69.99 143.99

LEXMARK E320 89.99 69.99 193.49 

SAMSUNG 2010 49.99 44.99 88.99 

BRING IN AD TO RECEIVE SALE PRICE

Sale on Laser Toners 
ends November 30th

Bring in this adBring in this ad
and save 10% on inkjet refi lls!and save 10% on inkjet refi lls!

Compatibles available for:Compatibles available for:
Brother, Canon, Epson & Laser TonersBrother, Canon, Epson & Laser Toners

REDSSON.com 419-244-1111

Need 
Documents
Scanned & 
Archived?
Call Your LOCAL Experts.

Ugly Data, Inc., a Toledo-based informa-
tion technology company founded in 2006, 
has named Jack Sculfort as CEO. 
Sculfort was formerly the chief 
operating offi cer and executive vice 
president of Dillin Corporation and 
founder and president of Transaction 
Opportunities, Inc. He is a graduate 
of Northwestern University and the 
Kellogg Graduate School of Man-
agement.

Amy Miller, co-founder and 
president of Ugly Data, stated, 
“Jack’s coming on board will provide 
the direction we need to move Ugly Data to 
the next level. He is an expert at managing and 
growing businesses and is highly respected in 

Jack Sculfort

Ugly Data names new CEO
this community.”

Miller and her husband, Dan, founded 
Ugly Data after more than 20 years 
at Hewlett Packard in Chicago. They 
have two data centers – one housed 
on the main campus of The Univer-
sity of Toledo (UT) and the other on 
the UT Health Science campus.

Sculfort noted, “It’s a great and 
exciting opportunity for me, and I’m 
thrilled to have a new challenge with 
a growing company in an industry 
that is still seeing investment. I know 
that we can grow the company in the 

very near future.”
Ugly Data hopes to add at least seven to 

eight technical jobs immediately.

communication devices. The devices are designed to provide 
a self-forming, self healing, and impromptu ad hoc network 
without IP addressing or commonly used routing tables.

Bluetronix intends to move forward by transforming these 
prototypic systems into commercial products consisting of tiny 
swarming intelligent devices that can produce a wireless sensor 
networking that is self-forming, self-healing, self-adapting, both 
battery powered, and non-battery powered.

The company has been working toward commercialization 
for several years and has been working on product development 
for about 16 months.

Mark Heiferling, president and founder of Bluetronix, ex-
plained, “The Regional Growth Partnership (RGP) gave us an 

Bluetronix
…Continued from page 1

Ignite! grant, is giving us some advisory assistance, and is work-
ing with us to update the business plan 
and also fi nd other interested people. 
[The RGP] is also getting involved in 
the product development.”

According to Heiferling, tradi-
tional wireless standards and protocols 
are currently based on wired networks, 
and they do not deal with the problems of dynamics – mobility, 
change in topology, scalability, and lack of centralized infra-
structure. Existing technology does not exhibit any scalability, 
reliability, and adaptability needed to successfully implement 
large mobile ad hoc based networks. In fact, many existing 
standards and protocols are ported directly from the wired world 
and therefore have diffi culties presented by a lack of a fi xed 
network structure, node mobility, network traffi c, network size, 
node faults, and any changes. In addition, set-up is cumbersome 
and range limited.

Bluetronix explained that its work has simplifi ed many 
of these issues and made range almost 
unlimited by hopping radio signals 
through connections to other con-
nections. The company proposes to 
address these issues with low-cost, 
miniature, modulated product designs 
using swarming routing algorithms 

based on the behaviors of social insects like ants (swarm intel-
ligence).

This approach provides for a self-forming, self-healing ad 
hoc network solution specifi cally designed for last mile connec-
tions, with scalability to thousands of nodes, very low startup 
time, and much higher effi ciency than current based routing. Ap-
plications of this system include wireless sensor networks, RFIDs, 
emergency communications devices, military radios, cell phones, 
consumer appliances, home and industrial wireless sensors, and 

(…continued on page 36)

Yet, “hope” is what we see small businesses doing every day 
when they trust their computer data to tape backup systems that 

require regular personal a  en  on and s  ll…

THEY OFTEN FAIL when cri  cial data needs to be restored.
Is “hope” your company’s data backup and disaster recovery 

strategy? Don’t hope. KNOW, with a FREE, no obliga  on analysis 
of your current backup system.

“HOPE” is NOT a Strategy Where
Your Company’s Data is Concerned

To schedule your free analysis, visit Comprehensive Data Services
today at www.cdstoledo.com/noworrybackup.
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more. The Bluetronix approach uses its swarming algorithms to 
solve these issues in commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) platforms 
and the 802.15.4 standard in its own FCC approved modular tiny 
formats.

Heifer-
ling stated, 
“We took in-
sect swarm-
ing behavior 
and built algorithmic code and put that into hardware and made 
it work; this has never been done before. It’s easy to make things 
work in simulation, but to make it work in the real world be-
comes harder than can be imaged. We designed some products 
to accomplish this effectively.”

These wireless sensor networks work in many areas, 
including instrumentation, controls, chemicals, monitoring, 
and more. For effi cient usability, networking modules must be 
small, inexpensive, and adaptable to a dynamic wireless venue, 
according to the company. Bluetronix sensor networking mod-
ules will use a standard referred to as IEEE 802.15.4 compliant 
commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) platforms. This aims to work 
with all sensor types to provide instant, adaptable, scalable, 
wireless ad hoc connectivity.

The fi rst group of modules uses both 8-bit and 32-bit 
microcontrollers with 802.15.4 radios. Bluetronix technical 
manager, Sanjaya Gajurel, PhD, a recent graduate from Case 
Western Reserve University, explained that these new products 
will revolutionize wireless communications and possibly be the 
next Internet; this is Internet that won’t actually be seen but will 
be used every day to gather information all around by sensors 
and measuring devices.

Bluetronix has demonstrated the swarming algorithms and 
hardware and plans to integrate these fully functioning prod-
uct lines to a range of sensor network applications by March. 

Bluetronix
…Continued from page 27

Demonstration of the Bluetronix Swarm Mobile ad-
hoc network. Each node in an ad-hoc network is the 
destination of information packets while at the same 
time functioning as a relay station for other packets 
to their fi nal destination. This multi-hop support is 
the way Swarm ad-hoc networks function, making 
communication between nodes outside direct radio 
range of each other now possible in the event of a 
disaster or loss of communication with the network 

infrastructure. Therefore the system will work even if 
90% of it is destroyed.

According to Bluetronix, it needs to accelerate and expedite its 
commercialization efforts for market entry by hiring additional 
personnel.

NASA and the Defense Advance Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) have funded Bluetronix approximately $2 million for 
over six years of effort.

“Wireless communication is moving to the point of wide 
acceptance, not only consumer-wise, but now in the industrial 
marketplace as well,” Heiferling noted. “We have some unique 
technology that was developed for DARPA to now productize 
to the commercial world.

“Today, installing hardwire conduit ranges from a cost of 
$50 to $200 per linear foot. Any retrofi t is even higher and quite 
cumbersome. These markets are unlimited, but in near-term and 
through next year, targeted markets are industrial applications 
for temperature and pressure sensing. These specifi c markets 
include sensors, instrumentation, process, and controls. The 
Bluetronix wireless technology is battlefi eld developed and 
needs no setup or prior programming. Because of this ad hoc 
capability, intelligence, and simplicity, this lends itself to simple 
low cost products and what industrial markets want now in order 
to reduce cost and increase effi ciency. Bluetronix is working on 
putting that into a format that will be in a product to be shipped 
by April.”

Rocket Ventures, a program of the Regional Growth 
Partnership (RGP), and David Miller, Rocket Ventures busi-
ness development manager, are working with Bluetronix, Inc. 
to promote the northwest Ohio company and its emerging 
technologies.

Heiferling stated, “The ongoing partnership between 
Rocket Ventures and Bluetronix will ensure success and value 
to the local economy in the coming months.”

He explained that the assistance and ongoing relationship 
with Rocket Ventures and Miller will lead to immediate jobs 
and exciting products that will enable manufactures to reduce 
cost and increase quality and effi ciency in these areas.

Heiferling concluded, “These are major markets for Ohio 
manufacturing and existing products and markets that are 
shipped worldwide.”

For a complete list of area attorneys 
receiving this recognition, go to:

www.toledobiz.com/Programs.html

Congratulate the highly capable
area attorneys honored in this year’s

Call 419·865·0972 for info
Space Reservation Deadline: 11.18.09




